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AN HITHERTO UNPUBLISHED MEROITIC OFFERING-TABLE IN MFA BOSTON

Abdelgadir M. ABDALLA et Michael HAINSWORTH

I - GENERAL

i. Object and Scene (cf. fig.)
a. nature

a small offering-table, unpublished and, to my knowledge, not men-
tioned anywhere, seen by me at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts in November, 1977. Be-
cause there is no mention of it in any contemporary Meroitic work, the object does not

seem to have been seen by, or to have attracted the attention of, any contemporary Meroi-
tic language student. It is a small offering-table (See j Dimensions) of which almost exact
size is reproduced as Fig. 2, based on a rubbing made of the object by me in Boston. A pho-
tograph of the object was obligingly sent to me by Dr. E. Brovarski of the Egyptian Depart-
ment, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, USA.

b. material
Nubian sandstone

c. original provenance
said to be Kerma on the object itself

d. present provenance
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, USA, MFA 13.4021
Kerma

e. class
private

f. age
late

g. spout position
downwards

h. state of preservation
broken on the left side. Half of the left side (i. e. about a quarter of

the object) and half of the spout are broken away and lost. The bottom right hand corner is
chipped off. Loss involves about a quarter of the top border, all of the left border and but
one centimetre of the bottom border left of the spout. As a result a considerable part of
the text is lost irretrievably (see II v - vi of detailed commentary below).
Because of the sandstone material of the object and since the time of execution of its scene
and text and discovery, the scene has lost its original sharpness. As a result of exposure and
storage the depressions and grooves, including those of the text, acquired a blackish colour.
This and the good depth of the original engraving thereof kept the text in an excellent state
of legibility.



j. dimensions
Because of the state of preservation of the object and impossibility

to obtain its exact width, and because of its trapezoid shape,it has been thought that the
best way to overcome this difficulty would be to give three measurements (top GH, middle
JK, bottom LM) of half the width from the centre of field to the edge of the right border.
The vertical line CD runs through the field centre, while the horizontal line AB is measured
from the back of the object, where, owing to the oblique nature of the break, the width is
greater than at the front. The measurements made are, approximately, as follows :

AB 25 cms. (from back of object)
CD 22 cms. (vertical, centre)
EF 17,5 cms.
FO 17 cms. (vertical, right border)
GH 10 cms.
JK 10,5 cms.
LM 11 cms.
SM 10,5 cms.
NO 10,5 cms.
PQ 1 cm.
RL 5,5 cms.

k. text
perfect language, text weel-executed in beautiful hand-writing and in

an anticlockwise direction

m. the scene
The scene is what I would classify as complex. If is formed of two

stylized (or unfinished ?) lotus flowers flanking and overhanging the central scene of two
spouted libation-vases pouring out water on four circular cakes in a group-formation ( S)
in the centre of the field over an oval reservoir laid horizontally. The reservoir is at O O
the mouth of the spout channel. Other scenes sharing the same main components of lotus
flowers, libation-vases pouring out water on bread and reservoir, with or without other ele-
ments and with minor variations in layout, are :
REM 0502, REM 0325, REM 0440, REM 0437, REM 0424, REM 0272, REM 0439, REM
0447, REM 0446, REM 1074, all of which are Late, REM 0435; Old of style. Two other
scenes in which water is still in its containers are :
(21 - 12 - 154, uninscribed) and the bronze offering-table 1000 M. 14 (Meroe LAAA VII, 6,
pl. IV 2), both of which are Late. Objects are listed here according to the sequence of their
scenes. To the earlier ones possibly belongs the scene of REM 0501, also Late, of which on-
ly the top half remains.

n. quality of scene execution
The quality of scene execution is not as high as that of execution of

the text. The left vase is off- balance to the right and the flower is not detailed giving the
appearance of unfinishedness. Although one concedes the unhelpful nature of the stone, yet
the disparity in quality of execution of the text and scene allows one to suppose one of two
things ; either that the scene was engraved by the same text writer, a good hand indeed, but
in a hurried way, or that it was outlined by him and left for an assistant or pupil to cut it
out.



ii. the inscription
a. The inscription transliterated :

i ii
1. [wo i : soreyl : Tb te]

iii
2. lilowi : Anqumk

iv V
3. s : tedhelowi : Tpih [........]

v
4. .........................................

vi vil
5. [.... 7 letters.. a] t mh [e]

vuii
6. pi [ hr]

7. ke [ te]

The small Roman characters designate the points of the detailed
commentary ( II i - ix ) below.

b. divisions of the inscription
1. Invocation :

of Isis [wor] and Osiris sore

2. A-name
Tb [telli o, of unidentifiable sex (1)

3. Filiations

B-name Anqimks, mother of the deceased

C-name TPIH [ ...... ] (2), father of the deceased

Otherfiliations None is likely to have been mentioned.
However, see under II v - vi

4. Benediction Formula B [...... a I t mh [el pli [hr]ke[te],
most likely preceded by Formula A. (3)

II DETAILED COMMENTARY

i. [ wos]
The restoration of Isis' name in the form wosV, the commonest form thereof,

is the most probable.

ii. Tb [te li 0
The reading of [te] is certain for two reasons. One reason is that-of the letter

is clearly visible (Figs. 1, 3), and the other reason is that the name, divisible into Tb-te-li, is
a version of TBI-TO-L-YE B545 REM 0212 1 - 2 LS, less its -ye. According to my analysis,

Tb-te-li contains the noun tb-, the attested variant of tbi-, the enigmatic -te- and the definite

REM 0247 10 LS (4) and TBI-HE-H-YE B544 REM 0314 4 TLA (5).

I



The medial -te-, having -to- as another spelling thereof, is enigmatic. I do not
recognize in it any one of the five other components which may have as a spelling or spel-
lings any one or more of -t-, -te-, -ti- and -to-. These are : (1) the verb -t(e,i)-, (2) the verbal
prefix -t(e,i)-, (3) the verbal suffix -t(e,o)- and (4 & 5) -t(e,i,o)- resulting from the co-alescen-
ce of the definite article -l(e,i)- or the participial ending -l(e,i,o)-, as suitable, with (4) the
genitival -s- or (5) -s- of derivation (such as in kdi-s, from kdi-, and mk-s, from mk-, etc.). It
is a sixth kind of -te(o)-, standing aloof of these, that can be received as a suffix by a proper
noun or an adjectival substantive to produce a compound which, as will be seen in the exam-
ples to be given soon, may further receive any one, or more than one, of -l(e,i)-, -y(e,o)- and
-X(n)-, as required, to form a longer compound, be it a personal name or a mere complex.
Besides the proper noun tb(i)- above, the enigmatic -te(o)- and these suffixes have been
noted with the proper nouns kde(i) and -mr(i)- as well as with the adjectival substantive mlo-
in the following personal names and complexes (6). The parallelism of tb(i)- with these
nouns and adjectival substantive in accepting what they accept confirms what was stated at
the outset of its substantival nature. With kde(i)- and one or more of the above suffixes, the
enigmatic -te(o)- occurs in Kde-yo-t(e) B208 REM 0301 17 TLA, Kh 10044 4 - 5 LS and
Kdi-to-n-ye B222 REM 0209 3 LA, with mr(i)- and a suffix or suffixes it comes in MRI-TE-
L-YE B342 REM 0379 9 - 10 LA and -mr-te-1 of fT-mr-te-l1 : Kh 10444 40 - 41 OS, of
which T-mr-te : Ibr 16, 19 OS is a variant with -1, and with mlo- and the appropriate suffix or
suffixes it forms the versonal names Mlo-te-v @ B297 REM 0222 3 LA, of which version is
Mlo-to-yeg REM 0519 TLA, Mlo-to-n B298 REM 0277 2 LA and Mlo-to-[n]-ye B299
REM 0544 7 - 8 LS.

Thus far, one disposes of tb- and -te- of Tb-te-li and there remains of it only
-li, which hardly needs any discussion, for it is the well-known definite article. Therefore,
one concludes the commentary on the name Tb-te-li by repeating the statement made at the
outset of its analysis, namely that it consists of the substantive tb-, the enigmatic ('sixth')
-te- and the definite article -li, and by observing that, in the form tbi-to-l-, it is fully repea-
ted and incremented with -ye in TBI-TO-L-YE B545 REM 0212 1 - 2 LS.

There is nothing to indicate whether the name belonged to a male or female
person.

The deceased person's name distinctive (honorific) suffix here is -lo (in
-lo-wi). Elsewhere, there are only 16 precedents of-lo replacing -qo, with or without -wi. (7)

iii. Anqimks
This is the name of the deceased person's mother and is divisible into An-qi-

mk-s. Better analysis of the name can be made when it is compared with Aq-mk-s and Ar-q-
tn-mk-s in the group of names following : (8)

a. 1. Aq------mk--s B64 REM 0290 3 LA

2. An ------------------- qi-----mk--s

3. Ar-.-------------------------q--'--mk--s B90 REM 0059 4 LA

I have already considered Ar-q-tn-mk-s (3) to be full repetition of Aq-mk-s
(1) incremented with the nouns ar- and -ti- (8), and explained the loss of the.initial a- of aq-
of the latter name in -q- of the former with the prefixing of ar-. But aq- is not the only way



of writing (a)q-, for evidence from other sources shows that there are also -(a)qe-, -(a)qi- and
-(a)qo- as variant spellings thereof. Therefore, on the above analogy, in An-qi-mk-s (2) is Aq-
mk-s (1), in a form thereof (hypothetically aqi-mk-s*) fully repeated and incremented with
an- (An-(a)qi-mk-s*). If something like Aqi-mk-s* (was in the back of the mind of the scribe,
and even) existed as a writing of the name Aq-mk-s, then the prefixing of an-, similarly,
would been responsible for the elision of a- of -(a)qi-*. Alternatively, the version of Aq-mk-s
may be assumed to have been Qi-mk-s*, in which case there would have been no elision.
That either spelling of (A)qi-mk-s* is possible is supportable by the existence of QE-LO-HIR
B438 REM 0290 5 LA, 0322 4 LA, 0322 4 LA alongside AQE-LO-HIR REM 1132 4 LA as
a variant form of the name of one and the same person, using (a)qe-- as the initial compo-
nent. An illuminative and relevant point here is that (A)QE-LO-HR is the father ofAq-mk-
s and that both the father and child share (a)qe/aq- as a first component. The loss and reten-
tion of a- of -(a)qe(a)qo- is further attestible from Aqo-;I-y e (d6 below) and Qe-n-n-nye
(d7), each name of which is a version of the other.

It can be seen in what has been said that An-qi-mk-s fits agreeably in the
group of names related with Aq-mk-s and cited therewith as examples of incremental repe-
tition in my study of this phenomenon in Meroitic personal names included in Prof. Dr.
Fr. Hintze's Festschrift. (8) This suggests modification of the citation there as :

b. 1. Aq-------mk---s

2. An----qi-------mk---s

3. Ar - ------------ q-t---mk---s

4. Ari--l----'-- -----------mk--s B83 REM 0229 1-2 LS
0239a 3 LA

5. Tm --------------------n----------mk ---- B609 REM 0236 6 TLAS

Being fully incremented repetition of a form of Aq-mk-s (1), the name An-
qi-mk-s (2), in variant forms thereof, is itself partially repeated, first as -q-mk-s and incre-
mented with the undefined nouns ar- and -tn- in Ar-q-tnmk-s (3) and secondly as -'-mk-s-
and incremented with the defined noun ari- (ari-l-) (9) in Ari-l--mk-s (4) and with the defi-
ned noun tm- (tm-l-) and final -1 in Tm-1--mk-s-l (5). It may be recalled that I had failed pre-
viously to explain -l(l-n`- in Ari-l-K-mk-s and split the name as Ari-ln-mk-s. (10) Having
admitted then that, unless it was divisible into -1- and -2-, this component was difficult to
explain, I had pointed out that the only other occurrence of it seemed to be in Tm--in-mk-s-1l
(also split thus). But I always believed that in both names -1n- was not one whole unit but
divisible into -1- and -i- (11) and that -In did not exist as a component by itself in any of the
Meroitic texts which I knew.

Clearly, the comparison of the five names above produces

Aq--mk--s (1)

- qi--mk--s (2)

- q---mk--s (3)



as variant compounds and
an--------mk--s (2)

- n .------ mk---s (3,4)

also as variant compounds. Thereby, the separability of -;- from -1- in Ari-1-4-mk-s (4) and
Tm-1-A-mk-s-i (5) is proven and the identification of an- (2) with -Ti- (4,5) is established.

Now what is this -an/Z- of An-qi-mk-s, Ari-l-'T-mk-s and Tm-l-T-mk-s-l ? Una-
ble to establish its exact function, I identify this component with the mobile -n-(n)- in names
c 1 - 6 of the following citation :

c. 1. Aqo------- ~----y ( B 63 REM 0231a 2-3 LS

2. Qe-------n-n-ye B439 REM 0325 3 LA

3. 9--------- qo ----- n-----ye B524 REM 0372 2 LS

4. NS(N----) -------- QO ------------ YE B383 REM 0383 4 LS

5. N --------------- qo-------------ye y B399 REM 0529 3 LA

6. Yi----------------n -------------- qe ( B702 REM 0386 1 LS

7. An-----------------qi-mk-s

Previously, I have argued for the mobility of the components -(a)go-,-IF(n)-
and -y(e,i)- in names 1 - 5, of this citation, explained the loss of a- of -(a)qo- in f-qo-ye (5)
with the prefixing of -n- and shown the nominal nature of this -(a)qo- in its different spel-
lings. (12) Now, looking at names 5 - 7 in contrast with names 1 - 4 above, one observes a
change of position of -Ir(n)- from its coming after -(a)qo-/qe- (1 - 3) to its coming, in the
form an(n,n)-, before it, as well as complete reshuffle, with variation, of the components of
Aqo-n-y (1) into Yi-n-qe # (6). Accordingly, one has no difficulty in identifying an- of An-
qi-mk-s with the mobile -5(n)- of Yi-n-qe (6), N-qo-ye 0(5) and the other names. An alter-
native view of Yi-n-qe is to divide it as Yin-qe, taking yin- as a writing of an- of An-qi-mk-s,
in which yi- will be a writing of a- comparable to that of ye- for a- in yeto 'water' REM 0307
3 - 4 LS, for ato, and yetepo 'offering' REM 1064 (Arm W la) LS, for atepo. Therefore,
when all the names related with An-qi-mk-s are grouped together in the following list, in
which An-qi-mnk-s is repeated for argument sake, one finds little difficulty in identifying an-
and the remaining component parts of An-qi-mk-s. The names are :

a
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d.
1. Aq------ mk--s (bl above)

2. An---qi-----mk---s (b2 .. )

3. Ar --------------------- q-t5-mk--s (b3 .. )

4. Ari------------------------mk--s (b4 ..

5. Tm--------I--- ----------- ------ m (b5 ..

6. Aqo-------------' -------------y Y (cl ..

7. Qe----------------n-n --------- ye (c2 .... )

8. 9--Qo --------------------------- ye (c3....)

9. N(N- )QO------------------------------ YE (c4.... )

10. R------qo-------------q.--- - -------- ye (c5 .... )

11. Yin(Yi--n)-------qe Q (c6 .... )

12. An------qi----- mk--s (c7 .... )
(b2 .. )

In view of what has been said previously above and is visible in this table, in
An-qi-mk-s (2 & 12), the component an- becomes a new spelling of the mobile -l(n)-, seen
behaving as both a prefix and suffix in names 6 - 11, while -qi- is identifiable with -(a)q-,
-(a)qo- and -qe-, a noun in its different writings, and -mk-s is the well-known compound ma-
de of the noun -mk- and -s of derivation. (13) The name An-qi-mk-s falls in the following
group of names with -mk-s, which are (14) :- Hr-mlo-mk-s B184 REM 0324 3 LA (15),
Lt-mk-s B251 REM 0213 1 - 2 TLS, SI-mk-s B468 REM 1020 3 LS, .- mk-s B518 REM 0320
3 LA, Wor-mk-s B654 REM 0308 3 LS, MK-S-TME B289 REM 0291 5 LA, Tm-l-ý-mk-s-1
B609 REM 0236 6 TLA/S and Ari-l-A-mk-s B83 REM 0229 1 - 2 LS, 0239a 3 LA. But for
MK-S-TME, the name of a male person, all these names are borne by ladies. That An-qi-mk-s
is a lady's name too furnishes fresh evidence for the peculiar association of -mk-s with femi-
nine names and, consequently, with females.

iv. TPIH [.........] (Figs. 1,3)

This is the name of the deceased person's father. It is improbable, in my
opinion, that TPIH could have been the full writing of the name as much as it is difficult to
judge how much of the name is lost. I do not know of any Meroitic complex or name con-
taining tpih nor of any other, except perhaps TPOHIDT B619 REM 0217 1 - 2 LS, which
has any similarity with it. If tpih and tpoh are variant spellings of one another, which is not
improbable, and the name, when complete, is a version of TPOHIDT, then something like
[idt] will be expected as the lost part, to make TPIH[IDT ]or the like. This restoration being



a mere postulation, with nothing firm to support one for insisting on it, it is pointless to try
to parse the restored name and unravel its contents.

v -vi Space after tpih [......]

The space from TPIU [......], the remaining part of the C-name in line 3 to
the beginning of Formula B, in line 5, is just enough to take the rest of the C-name, the C-
word of filiation and either Formula A, which is more likely, or Formula C. However, it
cannot be dismissed unreservedly that the Benediction could have consisted of Formula B
only and that preceding it could have been a description of the deceased or mention of a
relation. Since this reservation will open up unlimited scope of unsupportable speculation, it
seems best to settle down for Formula A as preceding Formula B, which, after all, is what is
normally expected and is most likely. But one cannot dismiss the fact that had there been
any description of the deceased and that the part of the offering-table that would have con-
tained it had not been broken off and lost, this would possibly have been an aid in establi-
shing the sex of the deceased.

vii. mh[e]

Although the spout, originally, was not long, yet one can see, from what
remained, that there would have been enough space for [e] of mhe.

viii. The restoration of the middle part of the verbal complex psi [hr] is safe.

ix. The presence of -te in -ke [tel is most probable (Fig. 3), while it is not impro-
bable that there could have been a final -s. I am much in favour of the absence of -s.

4;•
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NOTES

1. See i - iii of the Symbols and Abbreviations for @ and letters before proceeding with the text.

2. II iv.

3. See II v - vi.

4. My papers 'A System for the Dissection of Meroitic Complexes', SNR LIV, 83 nos. [6,7], 'Mobili-
ty of Components, etc.', in Abdalla (ed.), AbdSAL, 89 iii 4 - 5, 'A Meroitic Word for < Boon/Offe-
ring (?) s' III ii, and 'Some Examples of Incremental Repetition, etc.' I ii c in Agypten und Kusch.

5. A Meroitic Word for < Boon/Offering (?)) ' III ii. I also recognize it in Tb-k-id (4 B547 REM 0043
and TB-H-RE-Y-N-K-LI B543 REM 0282 4 LA.

6. My 'Some Examples of Incremental Repetition, etc'. I v & n. 78.

7. These are in REM 0202b 4 - 7 LS, 0203a, b 3 LA, REM 0207 2 - 3 LA, REM 0222 3 LA, REM
0234 3 TLA, REM 0238 1 - 2 LS, REM 0522 3 - 4 LA, REM 0424 2 LA, (EKRT 2 ; Emery and
Kirwan, Royal Tombs of Ballana and Qustul (1938), vol. I, 407, vol. II, pl. 116) 3 - 4 LS, REM
1078 (NGa 8 ; Nag Gamus) 1 - 2 LA, REM 1080 (NGa 10) 1 - 2 LS, Hin 20/1 - 2 TLA.

8. Op. cit., I ii b as well as n. 9 below on names 1 and 3. Reading what is said in the work cited about
the incremental repetition of the names b 1 - 3 makes the following analysis of the name simple
and comprehensible, because the name fits agreeably with the three names of I ii b 1 - 3. See also
the discussion of citations b 1 - 5 and c 1 - 12.

9. Op. cit., I ii c and nn. 43, 44 on ar(i)- and -tn-.

10. Op. cit., I ii b.

11. This is testified for by my dissection of the second name as Tm-l-7'-mk-s-l in 'Mobility of Compo-
nents, etc.', AbdSAL, 90 VI i 3.

12. Op. cit., 85 - 87 A I ii and 'Some Examples of Incremental Repetition, etc'. 4Igypten und Kusch
I ii b, p. 22. See also the beginning of discussion of An-qi-mk-s.

13. 'Some Examples of Incremental Repetition, etc.', I ii b 5 & n. 31, Afgypten und Kusch, p. 22-24.

14. Op. cit., I ii b & nn. 32-40.

15. Op. cit., Ivb5, p. 32.



SYMBOLS, ABBREVIATIONS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY

SYMBOLS

i. Sex and class distinction

1. Words written all in capital letters are names of male persons.

2. Words of which only the initial letters are capital are names of female
persons.

3. 9 Words written in method 2 and followed with this symbol.

4. df Follows royal names.

ii. Letters and numerals in references

1. B and numerals are the numbers given personal names in my AbdMPN
(see bibliography).

2. REM R6pertoire d'Epigraphie MWroitique.

iii. Abbreviations

1. A

2. L

3. S

4. T

5. TL

6. A/S

Altar, offering-table

Late

Stela

Transitional

Transitional-Late

Altar-stela

iv. Bibliography (cited references)

Abdelgadir M. ABDALLA,

1. AbdSAL (ed.) Studies in Ancient Languages of the Sudan (Studies pre-
sented at the Second International Conference on 'Lan-
guage and Literature in the Sudan' sponsored by the Su-
dan Research Unit, 7 - 12 December, 1970.
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Sudanese Studies Library no. 3, Sudan Research Unit,
Institute of African and Asian Studies, University of
Khartoum, 1974).

2. 'Mobility of Components ; a feature of compound forma-
tion in Meroitic personal names', AbdSAL, 79 - 108.

3. 'A System for the Dissection of Meroitic Complexes',
SNR LIV (1973), 81-93.

4. 'Some Examples of Incremental Repetition in Meroitic
Personal Names', Zlgypten und Kusch (Berlin, 1977),

5. 'Examples of Incremental Repetition in Meroitic Personal
Names containing Verbal Complexes', to appear in Hint-
ze's Beitrage zur meroitischen Grammatik :MEROITICA
4.

6. 'A Meroitic Word for < Boon/Offering (?) ,' to appear in
SNR.

7. AbdMPN I & II my unpublished Meroitic Personal Names (Ph. D. Thesis,
Durham, England, 1969), 2 Vols. Volume I, 2 parts, Dis-
cussion and Volume II, Dictionary.



Table d'offrandes MFA 13.4021 (REM 1154).



REM 1154 Boston, M.F.A. 13.4021

Epitaphe en cursive, gravie au nom de u Tb(te)li, , sur une table d'offrandes
de type A2 en gras d6couverte en 1912 par la mission conjointe de l'Universit6 de Harvard et
du Mus6e de Boston & Kerma.

Inscription incomplkte sur une bande, dont I'6tat de conservation est relati-
vement bon.

Largeur 25 cm.

Hauteur 22 cm.

Lecture :

Invocation (wos)i,, soreyi,,

Nomination (2A) Tb(te)li 1o wi,,

Description (3B) Anqimkse,, tedhe lo wi,,

(3C ?) Tpih...

BUnidiction (4B) at mh(e) psi (hr) ke(te)

Le texte grav6 sur cette table d'offrandes est une inscription fundraire tradi-
tionnelle. La lacune h I'initiale de l'Invocation peut, sans aucun doute, 8tre complit6e par le
nom d'Isis present i l'initiale de la quasi totalit6 des textes de ce type.

La Nomination en (do wi ,, existe sous cette forme dans 41 stiches du Rdper-
toire d'Epigraphie Mdroftique. Les segments a tedhe lo wi, de la Description et la B&n6dic-
tion de type 4B sont des formes tout h fait courantes.

Le premier anthroponyme Tb(te)li n'est pas connu. Cependant, sa finale ( li ,
est prtsente dans 211 noms de personnes sur les 1393 connus. On pourra noter avec precau-
tions l'existence des segments a tbite... ,, REM 10441B/17 et ( tebete ,, REM 1138/3.

Le nom propre Anqimkse est form6 sur la (particule £16mentaire ) mk (cf.
Recherches sur la segmentation automatique des anthroponymes meroitiques, dans Meroitic
Newsletter 20, 1980). Cette demi're peut etre segmentie A partir de la comparaison d'une
part entre Doke (REM 0252/3 et REM 0423/2) et Mk-doke-tme (REM 1012/4) et d'autre
part entre Lk (REM 0094/24) et Mk-lk-ror (REM 0642/1). 12 noms de personnes rappel-
lent cette finale au gtnitif (mk + se) : Aqmkse (REM 0290/2), Arilnemkse (REM 0229/2
et REM 0239A/2), Arqtnemkse (REM 0059/3 et REM 0829/3), Hrmlomkse (REM 0324/
2), Ltmkse (REM 0213/5), Mksetme (REM 0291/4), Mlomkse (REM 0324/2), Stmkse

(REM 1020/10), Tmlnemkse (REM 0236/5), Wesmekse (REM 0308/3), Yi.i.nemkse (REM
1032/2) et Smkse (REM 0320/3).



Quant i Tpih... qu'on pourra rapprocher, sans I'identifier, des anthropony-
mes Tpohidt (REM 0217/2), Atpil (REM 0503/3) et Tpiye (REM 100/2), il reprisente pro-
bablement I'initiale du nom du pare comm6mor6 dans les stiches de structure 3C.



NEW LIGHT ON THE MEROITIC PROBLEM

M. Lionel BENDER

) INTRODUCTION

In his article in Kush (Trigger 1964), Bruce Trigger argued for a linguistic
relationship of Meroitic to the Eastern Sudanic family of languages. The evidence he pre-
sents is quite suggestive : about eight possible cognates with Nera (( Barea,, or ((Barya,) in
the older literature) and seven with Nubian (ibid : 191). However some of these are very
weak : ( father), (a root of form aba is too wide-spread to be convincing of a special rela-
tionship), ((man> (Meroitic abr, Nera abuko - my data shows ku), omouth, (Mer. ab,
Nubian ak or agil), ( hand )) (Mer. iy, Nera ad), o land)),, (Mer. ad, Nera do - my data shows
luk or lugud ; however Do occurs in Surma, another branch of East Sudanic), ((food))
(Mer. at, Nera tes). Thus, only three correspondences with Nera are relatively defensible,
and only five with Meroitic. Of these, two items are notoriously subject to borrowing :
(( soul>) and ((cow)), so that their agreement would indicate only historical but not neces-
sarily genetic connection. To these we may add, however, Mer. tirikelewi, (begotten of),,
Nubian tiri ((seed)), Nera tal ((bear a child)). This leaves only three with Nera and four
with Nubian : (mother)) (Mer. ende, Nera anen, Nubian en), ((mouth), (Mer. ab, Nera
aulo), ((hand,, (Mer. iy, Nubian i), ((land,, (Mer. ad, Nubian da), and ((begotten of,, as
above.

GRAMMATICAL CORRESPONDENCES

Trigger also lists four possible grammatical similarities (ibid : 192). I found
a search for grammatical correspondences rather frustrating in view of poor documentation
and the extreme brevity of such forms. (The brevity of grammatical forms has been men-
tioned by Greenberg as one argument in favor of mass comparison of lexical items in lin-
guistic classification, e. g. Greenberg 1957 : 42). Drawing on the possible grammatical ele-
ments listed by Meeks 1973 I found (1).

- B plural. Possibly in Koman (Kwama, Gumuz prefix ma-) ; Hadza (Khoisan), e. g. plu-
ral of Hadza is hadzabe ~- hatzabi.

- BG(E)Y--BK- verbal dative. -k- dative found in East Sudanic (Temein, Nilotic : Bari, Lotu-
ko, Masai ; Ik), and Koman (Komo, Gumuz).

*DE-, T - causative. Widespread in Sahelian, e. g. in Songay, Saharan, (Kanuri and Tubu),
Maba, East Sudanic (Nubian, Surma, Nera, Ik), Berta Central Sudanic
(Yulu-Binga-Kara), Koman (Kwama and Gumuz), but also in non-Sahelian
Ari (Omotic) and Moro (Kordofanian).

*-K copular particle. Found in Fur, Saharan (Kanuri), East Sudanic (Nubian, Daju, Nilotic,
Surma, Temein, Ik), Kunama, Koman (Uduk, Komo), and also in Fula of
Niger-Kongo.

*-K plural. Very widespread in Sahelian.



- KELW, < also, equally , found as ka in Majang (Mesengo) of Surma, as gi in Kwama, and
ka in Gumuz.

- LI, - LO, - LW, - LOWI article. Found in Fur, Maba, East Sudanic (Tama, Nyimang),
Berta, Gumuz.

- S genitive. Shatt (Daju, East Sudanic). Also in Indo-European, especially Germanic.

*- T Genitive. Shatt, Maba (Masalit).

The items marked with * are among the less certain Meroitic forms given by
Meeks.

Few of these items show correspondences in Afroasiatic (recall the now dis-
credited suggestion that Meroitic might be a Cushitic language). The widespread correspon-
dences in Sahelian are certainly suggestive of a Meroitic membership in the superfamily,
though it is not clear that East Sudanic is specifically indicated. In fact, Koman also shows
up quite often, and one has to recall that East Sudanic, with ten branches, has a lot more to
draw on than other families of Nilo-Saharan.

LEXICAL CORRESPONDENCES

According I turn to lexical items. Of the approximately one hundred sugges-
ted by Meeks, I chose 28 which are available to me for rapid and blanket coverage in my
data on over eighty Sahelian languages which I am preparing for another project (2). I then
looked for plausible correspondences on these items in the 63 Sahelian languages for which
data was adequate, and in twelve non-Sahelian control languages. Correspondences were
identified at three levels : good, fair, and poor. Examples will be given later (3). Scoring
good as 4, fair as 2, and poor as 1, I arrived at scores as follows :

Meroitic against :

A Songay (one language) 4 ; B Saharan (Kanuri, Teda, Tubu, Zagawa) ave. 4 ; C Maba (one
lang.) 4 ; D Fur (one lang.) 6 ; El Nubian Kenzi, Nobiin, Debri, Meidob, Birgid) ave. 10 ; E2
Surma (Majang, Murle, Omo Murle, Mursi, Bale, Zilmamu, Kwegu, Muguji, Bodi) ave. 2 ; E3
Nera (one) 11 ; E4 Tabi (one) 19 ; E5 Nyimang (one) 6 ; E6 Temein (one) 0 ; E7 Tama (in-
sufficient data) ; E8 Daju (Nyala, Sila, Shatt, Liguri) ave. 6 ; E9a North Nilotic (Burun,
Mabaan, Anywa, Acholi, Dinka, Nuer) ave. 2 ; E9b Central Nilotic (Bari, Masai, Lotuko,
Teso, Nyamgatom) ave. 4 ; E9c South Nilotic (Nandi, Suk, Tatoga) ave. 4 ; E9 (Nilotic)
ave. 3 ; E10 Ngangea (Ik and So) ave. 4 ; E (East Sudanic) ave. 4 ; F1 Bongo, Sara, Baka,
Bagirmi, Kara, Yulu ave. 4 ; F2 (inadequate data) ; F3 Morn, Madi, Logbara ave. 3 ; F4
Mangbetu 4 ; F5 (inadequate data) ; F6 Lendu 5 ; F (Central Sudanic) ave. 4 ; G Berta
(Undu) 14 ; H Kunama, Ilit 0 ; I Koman (Komo, Uduk, Kwama, Shita, Sai, Gule) ave. 9 ;
A Through I (Sahelian) ave. 4 ;J Proto-Indo-European 8 ; K Afroasiatic (Egyptian, Sudan
Arabic, Tamazigt, Hausa, Oromo, Ari) ave. 4 ; L Niger-Kordofanian (Moro, Fula, More,
Proto-Bantu) ave. 4 ; M Khoisan (Hadza) 4.

The high scores (8 or above) are with Nubian, Nera, Tabi, Berta, Koman
(all Sahelian) and Proto-Indo-European (3).



With Nubian, Nile Nubian (Kenzi 14, Nobiin 18) does much better than Hill
Nubian (Debri 9, Meidob 5, Birgid 5). The result with Nera is interesting: Murdock 1959 :
43 mentions an Arab source which placed the Nera in the Nile valley in the ninth century
(4). Tabi shows the highest result of all, though Nera and Tabi are not close lexically (Ben-
der 1971 : 177 gives only 4% cognates). The Tabi (or Ingessana) are located onjebels along
the middle Ethiopia-Sudan border. Koman results are high because of 16 with Kwama
(along middle Ethiopia-Sudan border on Ethiopian side south of Tabi) and 20 with Gule (on
jebel northwest of Tabi). Others, including the doubtfully Koman Gumuz (Sai) do not do
well. Undu (Ethiopian Berta, north of Kwama) scores an impressive 14. The Indo-European
8 may be a fluke. All the data of the preceding cases follows (5) :

Meroitic with :

Nubian : Kenzi ~ say n, Mer. *WI, Ken. we ; a sun god ), Mer. MZ, Ken. a sun , masil ; a eat o,
Mer. *GR, Ken. kal ; ( kill),, Mer. KEDI, Ken. dikir ; o star),, Mer. *WYEKI,
Ken. winji (first two good, second three fair).

Nobiin : (< abundant ,, Mer. *SDEW, Nob. ( big)),, dawwir ; a sun god ), Mer. MZ, Nob. marsa ;
( kill ), Mer. KEDI, Nob. dikir ; o star , Mer. *WYEKI, Nob. winji (two good,
two fair).

Debri : csay,,, Mer. *WI, Deb. wei ; ( eat)), Mer. *GR, Deb. koli ; ((foot)), Mer. *ZVQO,
Deb. kwodo (one good, two fair).

Nera : call ,, Mer. *SDEW, Nera ( big,, dubku ; c eat,,, Mer. *GR, Nera kallo ; ((star)), Mer.
*WIEKI, Nera wini ; ( say,,, Mer. *WI, Nera walay (one good, two fair, one
poor).

Tabi : cbig ,, Mer. LX~ LG, Tabi talg a; o uncle), Mer. MDE, Tabi ammet ; ( big)), Mer.
*TR, Tabi talg a ; ((give)), Mer. *V, Tabi u# a ; ((Sirius)), Mer. *QBJ, Tabi
((star,, payjo7 ; vsky), Mer. *ARI, Tabi awil, awelk ; ((sun, god)) Mer.
*YERE, Tabi tLl ; a old,), Mer. *WID, Tabi mait ; o sovereign) , Mer. Qore
Tabi aur< agur (three good, five fair, two poor).

Berta : Undu : ( good ,, Mer LX - LG, Undu (main ; u sovereign ,, Mer. QORE, Undu agur ;
((sun god o, Mer. MZ, Undu a sun ,,, m. s~ , mundzu ; ( foot)), Mer. *ZVQO,
Undu h . ; ( old,,, Mer. *WID, Undu p' TDDJ (three good, two fair).

Koman : Kwama : ( sun, god)), Mer. YERE, Kw. ysre ; ( woman ,,, Mer. KDI, Kw. kaduwa,
kikyata ; (infant,,, Mer. *WID, Kw. warr ; (sovereign), Mer. QORE, Kw.
kul ; (( Sirius)), Mer. *QBJ, Kw. bizin ; ((water)), Mer. AU",YEU, Kw. iy a 7
(two good, four fair).

Gule : ( big) , Mer. LX" LG, Gule ddluk ; a big ,, Mer. *TR, Gule deluk ; ( kill ,, Mer. KEDI,
Gule kukun ; owater), Mer. AU",YEU, Gule aT (one good, three fair).

Proto-Indo-European : a big,,, Mer. MGE -MXE, PIE meg- ; a kill ,,, Mer. KEDI, PIE keen ;
<( two)), Mer. *TBO, PIE dw- (one good, two fair).



Control : Sudan Arabic. abig)), Mer. *TR, S. A. kati.r ; akill,,, KEDI, S. A. katal ; seat,,
Mer. *GR, S. A. akal ; ( small ), Mer. ZGE ZGI, S. A. sa Yaiyir (two good,
two fair).

Fula : acsay,), Mer. *WI, Fula wi : ; cctotal ,, Mer. *WI, Fula camany,) bwi ; a foot s, Mer.
ZVQO, Fula koy- ; asmall),, Mer. ZGEt"ZGI, Fula tokos (one good, three
fair).

Note that items marked with * are among the less-certain items of Meeks.
Note also that in the cases of some languages, incomplete lists require an increase in the fi-
gures, i. e. Nubian except Kenzi are increased by a factor of 3/2, Tabi by 10/9, and Gule by
2. The Sudan Arabic figure is less impressive when one recalls that triconsonantal roots are
probably indecomposable, and therefore the correspondences (mainly based on CC) are less
likely.

CONCLUSIONS

Hodge 1975 has shown that some morphemes (c chronomorphs ,) stay and
remain recognizable in a language over a period of millenia. Thus, if Meroitic was a member
of one of the African language families still in existence, it should be possible to spot some
plausible cognates in today's languages as against Meroitic, which ceased to be spoken about
1000 years ago. Because of the limited nature of the material at our disposal, and because of
the problems of brevity of morphological formatives, I have restricted my attention above
mainly to lexical items. Based on 28 of the better established Meroitic items for which I ha-
ve comparative data, I have found up to eight plausible cognates in present-day Sahelian
languages (best case : Tabi) and no more than four with any other language (best : Sudan
Arabic and Fula). On weighted scores, assigning 4 for a good correspondence, 2 for a fair, 1
for a poor one, the maxima are 22 (Tabi), 20 (Gule), 18 (Nobiin Nubian), 16 (Kwama), 14
(Kenzi Nubian and Undu), 12 (Nyala Daju, Sudan Arabic) and 10 (Nera, Fula). On a percen-
tage basis (maximum possible : 28 X 4 = 112), this works out to a range of 19% (Tabi) to
8% (Nera, Fula).

Bearing in mind the many pathways for error to enter in this work (pre-emi-
nent are scantiness of data, problematical validity of the Meroitic glosses, and chance corres-
pondences), as shown by the high Sudan Arabic, PIE, and Fula results, any conclusion
drawn from this must be cautious. Thus I shall be cautious and assert only :

1) Meroitic was a Sahelian (Nilo-Saharan) language ;

2) Meroitic was probably an East Sudanic language ; as such it was coordina-
te with Nubian, Nera, Tabi, and Daju in a northeastern group as opposed
to a southwestern group consisting of Surma, Nyimang, Temein, Tama,
Nilotic, and Ngangea.

3) There is evidence of influence of Meroitic on Berta and Koman.

If they consider my investigation to be reasonably suggestive, the historians

may want to take a stab at outlining further implications.



For the study of Sahelian languages, especially East Sudanic, the implication
of Meroitic's membership promises to be of potentially great importance. It provides us with
written records of an East Sudanic language of 1500-2000 years ago. The cross-fertilization
of East Sudanic and Meroitic studies should be of mutual benefit to historical linguistics and
to the student of the Meroitic inscriptions and their contents.
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NOTES

1. For the classification of Sahelian (Nilo-Saharan) languages, see Greenberg 1966 and Bender 1976.

2. The 28 items are : 1. *WI, total, all, big, many 2. *SDEW abundant, all, big, many 3. MGEAJMXE,

abundant, all, big, many 4. LX.•,LG big 5. *TR big, many 6. *X(E)..G(E), drink ?, pour ? 7. *GR,

eat ?, procure ? 8. *ZVQO foot, footprint 9. *V, give ? 10. MLEi'0MLO, good 11. *WID(E) old, be

old ; infant 12. *(YE-)KEDI, (kill) 13. *GLBI, month, moon, season 14. (A)BR, person 15. *WI say

16. ZGI•vZGE, small, young. 17. *WYEKI star 18. *QBJ Sirius, star 19. QORE, sovereign 20. *ARI,

sky 21. MZ sun god 22. YERE sun ?, god ? 23. PYK, this, this one 24. *TBO two 25. MDE maternal

uncle, be a parent, 26. AU.-YEU water 27. SM wife, be a wife 28. KDI woman, female person.

3. It will be seen that my decisions on possible cognates are conservative : generally, a near identity of

two consonants is needed for ((good) , near identity of one and plausible correspondence on a second

for ( fair ), plausible correspondences of two for < poor ,. This is offset only slightly by the allowance

of some semantic shifts : mainly < all, big, many)) for ((abundant )), ((sun)) for o sky, god ,.

4. Note also that Kunama, a neighboring language to Nera, scored zero against Meroitic. This reflects the

very remote relationship of Kunama to Nera and to East Sudanic : Kunama is itself a family under

Sahelian. It is interesting to speculate on how Kunama and Nera happened to end up as Sahelian iso-
lates side by side in the Ethiopian plateau.



5. The other a good * comparisons, some rather striking, are as follows :

atotal, all ) Mer. *WI, E8 Nyala a many P, wei, Sila weya.

a abundant , Mer. *SDEW, E 10 Ik a all ) : tsID ; I Uduk ((big ), tsaD.

4abundant " Mer. MGE4•XE, E2 Zilmamu a big v makayo ; FI Baka mongo ; E8 Shatt c(many
ma gje ;E9b Masa ; kumok.

abig· Mer. LX VLG, C Mimi of Nachtigal : imany)) pilik ; E2 Murle : mgltk ; E8 Nyala :
lalak.

(abig) Mer. *TR, Fl Bonga cc many a der ; F3 Logbara tre ; Berber : Tamazigt xatar.

a eat, procure ) Mer. *GR, El Birgid kire.

Sgood · Mer. MLE#'MLO, D Fur gameili. (loan : Arabic jamiil).

((kill S Mer. (YE-)KEDI, E2 Murle kath, Omo Murle k~ t.

amonth, moon, season * Mer. *GLBI, E9b Teso, Nyangatom -lap.

( person 1 Mer. (A)BR, A Songay boro ; F4 Mangbetu -bilu.

asovereign P Mer. QORE, Omotic : Mao of Bambeshi ogure.

a sun god) Mer. *YERE, found in Omotic, e. g. in Kefa yere.

((woman ) Mer. KDI, E9b : Masai k tok ; Proto-Bantu -kadi.

a wife, be a wife) Mer. SM, Hadza Semeya.

4
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UN GRAFITO MEROITICO SOBRE CERAMICA, DE LA NECROPOLIS DE
EMIR ABDALLAH (SUDAN).

Victor FERNANDEZ et Michael HAINSWORTH

La Mission Arqueoldgica Espaifola en el Sudin, bajo la direccion general del
Prof. Mart'n Almagro Basch, ha realizado hasta ahora tres campaffas de excavaciones en la
necropolis Mero'tica de Emir Abdallah, en Abri, Provincia del Norte, Suddn. Los trabajos
han culminado recientemente en la excavacion y registro completos del cementerio (Enero
1980). En el mes de Enero de 1979, en el transcurso de la tercera campaila, tuvo lugar la
excavaction de la tumba 165, en la que se hallaban depositados como ajuar dos grandes
jarras cerumicas y un cuenco hemiesf6rico de bronce. En una de las jarras, inciso tris la coc-
cion en el hombro de la misma, se encontraba el grafito que nos ocupa, compuesto por dos
letras del alfabeto Meroftico.

La tumba 165 es del tipo de fosa orientada segin E-W, con c[mara de inhu-
macion axial al Este. Un muro de buena calidad, formado por 7 hileras de adobes sin cocer,
sellaba completamente la cAmara. Esta se hallaba colocada debajo de los restos de una su-
perestructura piramidal de adobes sin cocer, en su lado Oeste. La citada estructura tenia una
base rectangular de 4,60 X 4,30 m. y sus esquinas NE y SW estaban unidas por la base de
una pared diagonal que debit servir de refuerzo al interior de la pirlmide.

Un total de 8 tumbas mas se hallaban asociadas a la pirlmide. Una de un
vardn adulto, paralela a la 165 y, al contrario que 6sta, robada, y otras 7 mis de individuos
infantiles, colocadas paralelamente a los otros tres lados de la estructura. Se trata del mayor
complejo funerario de Emir Abdallah.

La pir.mide se encuentra situada hacia el centro de una zona densamente
poblada de enterramientos, y que hemos llamado fase III, final, del cementerio. Es en esta
fase donde los elementos materiales, especialmente cerimicos, importados del Egipto Pto-
lemlico, o imitacion de productos de este origen, aparecen ya con bastante frecuencia, des-
puts de haberse insinuado mis debilmente en la fase anterior de uso de la necropolis, la
cual hemos datado de manera global y preliminar en los primeros siglos A. C.

Volviendo a ocuparnos del enterramiento en sf, la descripci"n de la cAmara
es la usual de este tipo de tumbas en Emir Abdallah : el cadaver es el de un vardn adulto
(determinacion del sexo basada en el dimorfismo de las pelvis de los individuos) que se en-
contraba depositado sobre su espalda, con el craneo al Oeste, mirando al Norte, las manos
sobre la pelvis y las piernas paralelas, algo separadas. Al lado derecho del cuerpo, en su parte
superior, se hallaban las dos jarras del ajuar, inmediatamente detris del muro de cierre. La
que nos ocupa se encontraba mis hacia el muro que la otra, que no presentaba ningIn grafi-
tn v estaha cublhierta en suh r hel cunp ;dnce invrt;id An-fAP a P d lFafito nP

hoy nos reclama la atencion, tenla tambi6n incisos en el hombro otros dos, de los cuales uno
representaba la imagen de una mesa de ofrendas, bastante abundante en el conjunto de grafi-
tos de los vasos ceramicos de Emir Abdallah.

El tipo de factura de las jarras es en ambas a tomrno, con engobe rojo bruýiido,

tipico de esta fase de uso del cementerio. Ambas jarras.contenfan en su interior restos sbli-
dos de alimentos qui ahora estin siendo analizados.
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REM 1153

Texte en cursive, 6crit k l'encre noire, sur une jarre d6couverte dans la tombe
165 de la n6cropole de Emir Abdallah.

Inscription dune ligne (deux signes), dont l'Ntat de conservation est relative-
ment bon.

largeur : 2,1 cm
hauteur: 1 cm lecture : bl

Il est bien difficile de se prononcer sur ce document qui se rlduit i deux
signes cursifs. Bien qu'il semble possible de trancher l'ambiguit6 d'interpritation du premier
caractdre eu 6gard a son ductus, il faut noter que les lectures <a , ou a tol sont envisagea-
bles.

Ce texte est k la limite entre la ( marque de potier n et l'inscription vtritable.
On pourrait 6videmment faire l'hypothtse qu'il s'agit ici soit d'un mot qualifiant ou identi-
fiant le produit contenu dans la jarre, soit d'un anthroponyme rappelant le nom du fabri-
cant. Soulignons cependant que notre connaissance actuelle des substantifs, des noms de
personnes ou des toponymes miroitiques,mais aussi le fait qu'il s'agit ici d'un cas unique /
Emir Abdallah ne nous permet pas de v6rifier de telles suppositions.

e 1:1

Graffite mtroitique sur lajarre 165-1 de Emir Abdallah, Soudan.



LA TRIADE THEBAINE DANS LE PANTHEON MEROITiQUE

Edwige SEGUENNY

Lorsqu'on passe en revue les representations iconographiques et les docu-
ments 6crits provenant du domaine soudanais,* il apparait que la thiologie koushite a adop-
td non seulement des divinit& 4gyptiennes mais 6galement certains l66ments de la structure
de la religion de l'Egypte. Ainsi, les reliefs des temples, des pyramides et des sttles, les figu-
rations sur les objets d'art mineur, quelques inscriptions enfin t6moignent de l'existence des
triades dans le pantheon koushite. Si tout d'abord ce sont les triades 6gyptiennes classiques
qui apparaissent sur les monuments koushites, par la suite la thiologie miroitique va soit
apporter certaines modifications aux triades adopt6es de l'Egypte, soit cr6er de nouvelles
triades locales. La triade, 6liment structurel de la religion 6gyptienne (1),serait donc 6gale-
ment devenue un des moyens d'organiser le pantheon miroitique. La prisente enquete est
consacr6e i la ctlibre triade thdbaine qui parmi les triades 6gyptiennes apparait le plus sou-
vent sur les monuments laissis par les rois koushites aussi bien en Egypte que dans leur
pays natal. Nous nous limitons cependant aux documents originaires de la zone soudanaise
(2). Ils ont 6t6 d6couverts surtout dans les grands centres religieux napatiens, oh rignait
Amon, le dieu supreme de ce pays.

Tout d'abord de Gebel Barkal provient une stdle au centre de laquelle est
reprisent6 le roi Piye (Piankhy) recevant les couronnes d'Amon-RM crioc6phale, assis sur un
trSne, suivi de Mout et de Khonsou momiforme (3). Dans l'inscription gravye au-dessous de
cette scene, nous pouvons lire les 6pithites de ces trois divinitis : Amon-R8 est appel6 , sei-
gneur des Tr6nes du Double-Pays ,, Mout est u maitresse du ciel ,, Khonsou enfin, dont
I'6pith&te se trouve h la ligne 15, mal lisible, parait, d'apris Reisner, &tre nommi Khonsou
Medes ; il s'agirait d'une 6picltse formie sur un theme propre i Khonsou ddjk des plus hau-
tes 6poques : (poignarder,,, ( etre tranchant , (4).

Du temps de Taharqa, au Grand Temple rupestre de Gebel Barkal (Temple
B 300), deux scenes peuvent etre cites. L'une d'elles repr6sente Taharqa qui offre l'image
de Mait i Amon-R8 crioc6phale, Mout et Khonsou himracocephale. La triade est suivie de
Monthou et Thot (5). La lgende qui accompagne Amon-R8 le nomme ( maitre des Tr6nes
du Double Pays qui r6side & Dw-wCb (Gebel Barkal) , ; Mout est appel&e , maitresse du ciel,
rigente des dieux , ; Khonsou porte l'6pith&te (Khonsou dans Thebes, Neferhotep ,. L'au-
tre scdne figure le roi offrant un collier h la triade thibaine suivie d'Amon-Re et d'Horus
(6). Amon-R6, chef de la triade, est reprisent6 anthropomorphe ; il est nomm6 o maitre des
Tr6nes du Double Pays, qui reside & Ipet-sout,. Mout, sa par~dre, est dite ((maitresse du
ciel,, et Khonsou reprisent6 momiforme est appelk aKhonsou dans Thebes, Neferhotep ,.

La triade thdbaine a sans doute 6td v6n&rie & Kawa au Grand Temple (Tem-
ple T) construit par Taharqa. Ce roi figure sur la paroi est de la chapelle du temple en train
d'offrir le pain i la triade thibaine accompagnue de Monthou (7). Amon-R8 anthropomor-
phe porte l'6pith&te maitre des Tr6nes du Double Pays ), Mout est nomme a maitresse du
ciel ,, Khonsou reprisent4 momiforme est A Khonsou dans Thebes ·. Dans la salle hypostyle
du temple, parmi les statuettes en bronze des diff6rentes divinitis, on a retrouv6 celle
d'Amon anthropomorphe et de sa parýdre Mout figurie assise ; le troisieme membre de la



triade est peut-Stre reprisent6 par une statuette de dieu momiforme, coiff6 d'un large dis-
que, orn6 de grands uraei. Le dieu tient dans ses mains un sceptre compos6 de dd et de wis.
(8). Les images des membres de la triade thebaine figurent 6galement parmi les offrandes fai-
tes par Taharqa pour le temple de Kawa :dans la liste de dons deux sceptres-rnpt sont orn6s
l'un d'un sphinx crioc6phale et d'un vautour, I'autre d'une statuette en or de Khonsou (9).

A Sanam, autre grand centre religieux des Koushites, la pr6sence de la triade
th6baine semble 6tre attest6e par les fragments des reliefs qui reprnsentent des barques divi-
nes porties par les prdtres en procession.

Ces fragments proviennent de la paroi sud du temple de Sanam, oeuvre du roi
Taharqa. Selon Griffith, qui a fouillk ce site, il s'agirait de trois barques de la triade thtbaine,
dont seulement celle d'Amon a pu ktre reconstitute (10).

La triade th6baine se retrouve 6galement sur un vase en bronze provenant
d'une tombe privie, datie de l'6poque de Taharqa (11). Le relief de ce vase montre Amon-
RE crioc6phale suivi de Khonsou hidracociphale, la dtesse Mout leur faisant face. Les 16gen-
des accompagnant les trois divinit6s et 6crites par quelqu'un dont la connaissance des hi6ro-
glyphes 6tait sans doute tris faible, sont partiellement effacies. Au-dessus de la t&te d'Amon
nous pouvons lire son nom ainsi que les signes qui voulaient sans doute dire (<maitre des
Tr6nes du Double Pays ,. Derriere la dtesse Mout se trouvent les traces de son nom, suivies
probablement d'un hidroglyphe o ciel,, (12). Enfin le dieu Khonsou est accompagn6 de son
nom.

Les documents suivants, dans I'ordre chronologique, sont ceux du rbgne
d'Aspelta. Ce roi se fait representer en train d'adorer la triade thdbaine, sur la paroi de sa
chapelle de Sanam (13), ainsi qu'au cintre de la stdle trouvee A Gebel Barkal (14), mais ori-
ginaire probablement de Sanam. La partie infirieure du relief de Sanam, la seule conserv6e,
laisse reconnaitre le roi Aspelta, suivi de deux femmes, faisant la libation devant la triade,
dont le troisieme membre Khonsou est reprisent6 momiforme. Sur la stble de Gebel Barkal,
le roi en compagnie des membres de sa famille offre une statuette de MaIt a la triade amo-
nienne. L'6pithite d'Amon-Rý, figur6 anthropomorphe, se trouve dans la 16gende accompa-
gnant le dieu. La lecture de cette ipithite n'est pas tout h fait certaine. Selon Schafer qui a
publi6 le texte de la stele, il faudrait lire < Amon, taureau de la Nubie,, (15). D'ailleurs, dans
I'inscription gravie au-dessus de cette sctne, nous retrouvons la mime 6pithkte attribute
tout particulibrement a Amon v6nr6 h Sanam (15a). Mout est nomm6e < l'oeil de RE, mai-
tresse du ciel o, Khonsou reprdsent6 momiforme ne porte pas d'epithkte.

Sur la stble dite de l'excommunication (16), trouvee 6galement au Gebel
Barkal, le roi dont le nom est martel6 offre une statuette de Maat h la triade thebaine. Cette
stble a 6t6 attribu6e par Reisner h Amtalqa et par Griffith h Aspelta (17). Les membres de la
triade sont accompagnes d'6pith~tes : Amon-Rý, crioc6phale est (<maitre des Tr6nes du
Double Pays, qui reside a Dw-wCbh,, Mout est <(maitresse du ciel, r6gente des dieux)) et
Khonsou momiforme est nomm6 < Khonsou dans Thbbes,>.

On retrouve les images de la triade amonienne sur deux documents, beau-
coup plus modestes, provenant de la pyramide d'Aspelta. I1 s'agit de tubes ou d'6tuis cylin-

driques (18) decores chacun de quatre scenes reparties en deux registres. Sur le premier etui,
la triade thibaine est repr6sent6e h trois reprises (19) :la premiere scene de gauche du regis-
tre du haut, le mieux conserv6)montre Amon-RE crioc6phale suivi de Mout et Khonsou mo-
miforme ; dans la seconde schne du registre du haut il ne reste que Mout suivie de IKhonsou
momiforme partiellement effac6 ; enfin dans la sctne de gauche du registre du bas seules les



figures d'Amon crioc6phale et de sa paridre Mout sont conservees. Les 16gendes conservent

seulement l'6pithhte de la d6esse Mout ; elle est appel6e ( la maitresse du ciel,,. L'dpith'te
d'Amon se trouve dans la titulature d'Aspelta : le roi est o aim6 d'Amon-Re, maitre des
Tr6nes du Double Pays)). Sur le second 6tui (20), les deux scenes du registre du haut repre-
sentent la triade amonienne. Dans la scene de gauche Amon-RM anthropomorphe est suivi
de Mout et Khonsou momiforme. La 16gende qui accompagne Amon le nomme o maitre des

: Tr6nes du Double Pays,,. Mout est rI'ail de Ri, maltresse du ciel,. La scene de droite mon-
tre Amon dont la t&te est effac&e, suivi de Mout et Khonsou momiforme. L'6pithete du chef
de la triade est sans doute o Amon de Napata , (21), Mout est ~l'ceil de Re, maitresse du
ciel,,.

Apris l'6poque d'Aspelta les documents representant la triade thebaine sont
rares et disperses dans le temps. Du rigne du roi Nastasen nous ne possedons qu'un docu-
ment sur lequel se trouvent reunis les membres de la triade. Il s'agit d'un miroir provenant
de la pyramide de Nastasen (22) dont le manche est orni de quatre figures divines : Amon
anthropomorphe, Mout, Khonsou hieracoc6phale et la d6esse Hathor.

Le roi Ary-Miamun a laissý au temple A de Kawa une stele au cintre de la-
quelle il figure en train d'offrir l'encens . Amon-RW, Mout et Khonsou (23). Amon-Re assis
sur un tr6ne est represent6 anthropomorphe. 11 est suivi de ses deux paredres Mout et Khon-
sou momiforme. L'6pithtte d'Amon n'est pas conservie ; celle de la diesse Mout a pu etre
reconstituee : elle est nommie " maitresse du ciel,,. Khonsou est , Khonsou dans Thebes ,,.
Sur cette stele tardive non seulement la langue est presque inintelligible mais aussi certains
d6tails iconographiques s'eloignent de leurs modtles 6gyptiens. Ainsi la barbe du dieu Amon
est tressee d'une fagon inhabituelle et le flagellum, I'attribut du dieu Khonsou, a &t rempla-
c6 par une fleur de lotus.

Egalement de Kawa, du sanctuaire, probablement meroitique, du temple B,
provient un relief conserv6 dans sa partie inf6rieure seulement. Il represente le roi offrant le
vin au dieu Amon suivi de trois divinitis : une deesse et un dieu momiforme : sans doute
Mout et Khonsou ; la quatrieme divinite 6tant probablement Monthou (24).

Apres Napata, Sanam et Kawa, c'est B Tabo (probablement Pnoubs), le qua-
trieme grand sanctuaire vou6 au culte d'Amon, qu'on trouve des traces, il est vrai trbs mo-
destes, de la triade thebaine. II s'agit d'une petite amulette assez grossitrement l1abor6e,
trouv&e dans les vestiges du temples de Tabo (25). Cette amulette n'est pas dat6e et la date
de la construction du temple lui-meme n'a pas pu ktre pricisee. I1 pourrait avoir 6t6 cons-
truit i l'6poque de la XXVe dynastie (26). Sur l'amulette, qui elle-mýme semble 8tre beau-
coup plus tardive, figure la d6esse Mout en tete de la triade, suivie par Amon anthropomor-
phe et Khonsou momiforme. Amon, qui apparemment a 6change la place avec sa par&dre,
semble toucher l'epaule de Mout de sa main droite.

Nous trouverons encore des documents qui attestent l'existence de la triade
thebaine dans les centres religieux proprement m6roitiques. Ainsi I Mussawarat-es-Sufra, le
relief de la paroi sud interieur du Temple du Lion montre Amon criocdphale assis sur un
tr6ne en compagnie de ses paridres Mout et Khonsou momiforme (27).

Sur les reliefs des temples de Naga, la triade th6baine n'apparait jamais en
corps. Cependant dans le cortege des dieux de la paroi sud du Temple du Lion, Amon
criocephale est suivi d'un dieu momiforme, sans doute Khonsou, la divinite qui porte les
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attributs de Mout 6tant reprisentde parmi les diesses du cortege de la paroi nord (28). Enfin
sur la base des seules vraisemblances iconographiques, Griffith reconnait 6galement les mem-
bres de la triade thibaine parmi les diff6rentes divinitds reprdsentdes sur les colonnes du tem-
ple d'Amon h Naga (29).

Les documents que nous venons de pr6senter s'6talent sur une longue pirio-
de : en effet, ils datent du regne de Piyejusqu'aux alentours de notre are. La grande majorit6
d'entre eux appartient aux rignes de Taharqa et d'Aspelta. Les membres de la triade repr6-
sentds sur ces documents observent gOndralement les attitudes et portent les 6pithttes tradi-
tionnelles 6gyptiennes.

Si Amon, chef de la triade, est repr6sent6 aussi bien crioc6phale qu'anthro-
pomorphe, il porte plus souvent les 6pithltes propres h l'Amon thdbain (a maitre des Tr6nes
du Double Pays )), a maitre des Tr6nes du Double Pays qui riside i Ipet-sout o) que celles qui
le dtsignent plus sp6cialement comme le dieu du Soudan (c maitre des Tr6nes du Double
Pays qui reside i Dw-wCb n,, ( Amon, taureau de la Nubie (?)) , v Amon de Napata' ). Mout,
sa paredre, est accompagn4e d'ipithktes traditionnelles : a maitresse du ciel ,, ( maitresse du
ciel, r6gente des dieux)), (cIceil de Re, maitresse du ciel ,. Enfin Khonsou, represent6 plus
volontiers momiforme que hifracoc6phale, est nomm6 : ( Khonsou dans Thebes et < Khon-
sou dans Thebes, Neferhotep ). Une fois seulement, sur la stele du roi Piye, il semble 8tre
appel6 ( Khonsou Medes,,.

La composition de Ia scene - meme ob6it en principe aux regles traditionnel-
les 6gyptiennes. Les trois divinitis sont reprisenties dans une file : Amon debout, dans l'atti-
tude de la marche, ou bien assis sur un tr3ne, est suivi de Mout, la diesse ramenant sa main
jusqu'h la hauteur de l'Fpaule du dieu, et de Khonsou.

Cet ordre est modifi6 sur deux de nos documents : le d6cor sur un vase en
bronze provenant du tombeau du cimetiere de. MWro6 montre la diesse Mout faisant face h
Amon, ce dernier suivi de Khonsou. Sur une amulette de Tabo, la diesse Mout est placie en
tete de la triade.

Parfois, comme en Egypte meme, la triade est accompagnie d'autres divini-
tes : Thot, Horus et surtout Monthou.

Si, au long de l'existence du royaume, Amon reste le dieu supreme et le mai-
tre incontest6 du pantheon koushite, le culte de la triade thtbaine semble demeurer res-
treint. Les t6moignages de ce culte qui nous sont conserves se limitent presque exclusive-
ment aux documents officiels et, apris le relichement des liens de Koush avec l'Egypte,
deviendront de plus en plus rares.
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La ri6dition ricente de l'article de B. G. Haycock, The Problem of the
Meroitic Language, paru k Londres en 1974 dans un ouvrage publi6 par Robin E. Thelwall
(Languages in the Sudan), va permettre k la communaut6 des miroitisants de red6couvrir
les dernires hypotheses de ce savant disparu si prematurdment.

Apris avoir relat6 les divers 6pisodes de la d6couverte de la langue m6roiti-
que, I'auteur examine en d6tail les grands moments du d6chiffrement de F. LI. Griffith.
S'il accepte la majeure partie de la d6monstration proposee par ce dernier, principalement
sur la maniere de traduire les textes fun6raires (p. 56) ou historiques (p. 70), B. G. Haycock
introduit au fur et ; mesure de son texte un certain nombre d'hypothZses personnelles. Par
exemple il voit dans a qo wi ,, 1o wi I'4quivalent de I'anglais ( it is ,,. II accepte les assimi-
lations entre se ,, et s n, mais en propose de nouvelles entre h , et ((h ,, u t e n et a to ),
ab, et qp,,, am, et ((b)), an)) et ((ne , ou O qU~ et c((k) avec ow,,.

A chaque instant, le lecteur pourra se rendre compte que la d6monstration
vise en fait la preuve d'un lien linguistique 6troit entre les langues nubiennes et le Miroiti-
que. C'est tout d'abord une critique des travaux de E. Zyhlarz et de B. Trigger, puis, . l'oc-
casion d'une rencontre k Berlin-Est en 1971, une attitude plus nuanc6e : a Meroitic and
Nubian had obviously developed along very different grammatical paths ,, et, dans le dernier
addendum de Septembre 1972, une conclusion sans riserve : ( Meroitic and Nubian have
definite affinities,,.

On pourra se procurer le texte de B. G. Haycock en en faisant la demande g :

Robin E. Thelwall
The New University of Ulster
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Northern Ireland BT52 1SA
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